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Here we are again, once more the COVID-19 pandemic is affecting our plans.  But before
we jump into that topic, let’s take a moment to acknowledge the completion of our term
of office.  The outgoing Board would like to wish the newly elected Board of  Directors
good luck and much success as they embark on their year to lead our HOA.
 
Back to the pandemic. In the June, 2020, issue of the Raintree ‘Shoreline’ newsletter on
page 1, it states “Groups, Committees, and Clubs are not currently meeting in the
Clubhouse or Duck Pond Activity Center because we cannot sanitize between each
meeting.”  After consultation with the HOA lawyer regarding what he felt would be
prudent precautions to take, and reviewing the Jackson County Health Department
recommendations for ‘at risk’ groups, we feel that the only reasonably safe way to hold
the upcoming annual meeting will be to hold a closed session with only the outgoing
Board, incoming Board, and a small group of presenters present.  We believe that we
can only maintain appropriate social distancing with this small group.  Let us assure
you that we have evaluated a myriad of ideas of other ways to try to have this meeting,
but each of them presented health risks to all of us and in the end we kept asking
ourselves, is it worth the risk to our friends and neighbors to take a chance to bring
dozens of  ‘at risk’ people together to discuss the routine business we have before us. 
 The answer is No!  So we opted to limit the meeting as described above.  Instead of just
posting the meeting presentation on line on the HOA web site, we will also be sending
out a hard copy of the presentation to all residents via the U.S. Mail to ensure everyone
has access to the  material in an easy to use format. 
 
 Please be safe and careful during the current times. 
Board of Directors

From the Board of Directors....

Patriotic Tribute!  

Thanks to the Grounds
Committee for the flags at

the entrance and to the
Social Committee for the

flags in veterans' yards in
honor of their service.  A

special thank you to Gloria
Helmer, Diana McGehee,

and Ron Hachinsky for the
decorated gazebo!  

A perfect spot for a family
photo located on Soldier Dr.!



Raintree reports that the City of Lee’s Summit & Jackson
County Health Dept. will not approve a Special Use Permit
to hold fireworks on the 4th of July this year during Phase
II.  Fireworks along with Summerfest and the street parade
have been canceled.  The only event on the 4th of July will

be the boat parade, which begins at 3:00pm.

Raintree Fireworks Canceled!

Hello. My name is Kevin Neuer. My wife Sharon and I have been part of the Fountains community since July 2011. We live at 4701
Soldier Dr, on the southeast corner of Soldier and Estates.

 
I am an original Fountains Board member and have been your Treasurer for the last year. I have two main goals.  First, the
preservation of our property values through timely and cost-effective maintenance of the common  grounds; second, a

commitment to the highest quality cost-effective HOA services delivered direct to resident homeowners.
 

1) Background. 
I was the first Treasurer of The Fountains elected HOA Board.  I have direct knowledge through examination, of the books of the

Fountains HOA each year since 2004.  I am retired from Sprint, where I was Vice President of Business Services and Lead
Negotiator. I have a Master’s Degree in Business and a Ph.D. in Economics.

 
It is my commitment that as a Board member there will continue to be regular detailed reports of financial status. I also commit to

a timely published annual budget to be  developed and presented to the homeowners yearly.
 

2) Services. 
There are five major services provided by your HOA.  They are lawn care and maintenance of the common grounds, water and
distribution systems for lawns, trash service, snow removal, taxes and insurance.  As a member of your HOA Board, I will work

hard to be sure we are receiving maximum value for the monies spent for each of these services.
 

I also support planning for long-term requirements of the HOA. For example, we have successfully established and partially
funded ongoing reserve funds for sidewalk repairs, tree maintenance, storm damage, retention pond maintenance, etc.  As part

of the budget process, I support a full and open discussion of these long-term needs, and the establishment of adequate reserves
to cover maintenance.

 
I am available any time to discuss issues of concern. My address is above. My e-mail is lurp@yahoo.com, my personal cell number

is (913) 406-7622.

Kevin Neuer

Margarite Hill

I am now retired, but formerly held real estate licenses in Missouri and Kansas; have several years property
management experience; 10 years as a Certified Financial Paraplanner; 3 years in Human Resources and

assistant to the Board of Directors for a community health center; and 25+ years as a legal secretary, 5
years as senior legal secretary for the General Counsel of JE Dunn Construction Company.

Board of Directors' Candidates



The May survey requesting homeowners to prioritize infrastructure repair
projects identified repair of our walking trails as the number one priority.
presented below. 120 homeowners responded. 95 ranked this as #1 or #2.

 
Rank                                                                                        1          2          3          4
#1 Priority       Walking trail repairs                    60        35        10        3

 
A detailed three-step project plan for walking trail repairs with pricing will be

presented to the membership at the Annual Meeting.  The deteriorating and
dangerous walking path has been surveyed, and a three-phase project is being

prepared for homeowner’s review. 
Phase I will be mitigation of the excessive runoff which has damaged the trail.
Phase II is re-grading the path to eliminate tilted sections, sunken areas, and

irregular pavement due to improper preparation before the original trail was
poured in 2006-2008. Phase III is installation of high-quality concrete, and

landscape reorientation to carry away water in the future.  The presentation will
include alternatives for funding.

 
Fifteen homeowners responded with written remarks, which will be summarized

for discussion at our Annual Meeting.
 

There were eleven “No” votes on all projects.
 

Your Board appreciates the thoughtful responses and everyone’s participation in
helping guide our infrastructure repair expenditures.

Survey Results

In the June, 2020, issue of the Raintree ‘Shoreline’ newsletter on page 1, it states “Groups, Committees, and Clubs are not
currently meeting in the Clubhouse or Duck Pond Activity Center because we cannot sanitize between each meeting.” After a

review of pertinent sections of the Jackson County Phase 2 & 3 Recovery Plan, in the Vulnerable Populations section for Phase 2 &
3, Social Distancing section states: “Stay at home if at all possible; Maintain 6 feet of distancing from others at all times especially

from those who are not members of your immediate household; Never congregate with others who are not members of your
immediate household; Avoid high risk settings where stationary for longer than 10 minutes, indoors, and around large crowds of
people.”  Also in the Entertainment & Event Spaces section for both Phase 2 & 3, under Status, states: “The CDC recommends

limiting and/or restricting gatherings for organizations that serve higher risk populations to no more than 10 people.” 
 

In addition, after consultation with the HOA lawyer regarding what he felt would be prudent precautions to take and reviewing the
Jackson County Health Department recommendations noted above for ‘at risk’ groups, we feel that the only reasonably safe way to
hold the upcoming annual meeting will be to hold a closed session with only the outgoing Board, incoming Board, and a small group
of presenters present. We believe that we can only maintain appropriate social distancing with this small group. Let us assure you
that we have evaluated a myriad of ideas of other ways to try to have this meeting, but each of them presented health risks to all of
us and in the end we kept asking ourselves, is it worth the risk to our friends and neighbors to take a chance to bring dozens of ‘at

risk’ people together to discuss the routine business we have before us. The answer is No! So we opted to limit the meeting as
described above.  

 
It is vitally important that all residents cast their ballots in the Board of Directors election by U.S. Mail in the provided

stamped envelope and ensure that it is post-marked by the 8th of July, 2020.   Since the Board of Directors election
results will be presented at this meeting, the new Board of Directors will assume their new positions after the meeting is adjourned.

Instead of just posting the meeting presentation on line on the HOA web site, we will also be sending out a hard copy of the
presentation to all residents via the U.S. Mail to ensure everyone has access to the material in an easy to use format. 

 
Board of Directors

FRLHOA

Annual Meeting of FRLHOA, July, 2020



SOURCE: WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

Wash your hands frequently

Cover your cough using the bend of your elbow
or a tissue

Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth

Avoid crowded places and close contact
with anyone that has fever or cough

Stay at home if you feel unwell

If you have a fever, cough
and difficulty breathing,

seek medical care early
— but call first

Get information from
trusted sources

01

03

02

04

05
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07

Prevent the spread of COVID-19 in

7 STEPS



Over the past several months, scammers have been very active in their pursuit to relieve victims

of their money or personal identity.  Every night there's another scam reported on the news, too

many to try to capture here.  One current scam asks an innocent-sounding question, trying to

get you to answer.  Please be extra cautious with an unsolicited phone call.   Or don't answer the

phone.  If it's important, they will leave a message.  Remember, if it's too good to be true, it's

likely a scam.  

 

Fortunately, scientists are beginning to learn more about the virus but misinformation

continues.  Take a reasoned approach to what you read and hear.  Do your own fact-checking

before passing along incorrect information.   Be vigilant and careful!  Let’s all do our part not to

spread the virus or inaccurate information.

 

Medicare has issued several warnings about potential scams.  "Scammers

may use COVID-19 as an opportunity to steal your identity and commit Medicare

fraud. In some cases, they might tell you they'll send you a Coronavirus test,

masks, or other items in exchange for your Medicare number or personal

information. Be wary of unsolicited requests for your Medicare number or other

personal information.  It's important to always guard your Medicare card like a credit card and

check your Medicare claims summary forms for errors. Only give your Medicare number to

participating Medicare pharmacists, primary and specialty care doctors or

people you trust to work with Medicare on your behalf. Remember, Medicare will

never call you to ask for or check your Medicare number."

 

 

Coronavirus Scams and Misinformation:

For your convenience, we've assembled this short list of official resources.  This is not meant to be an
inclusive list of services or resources available.
 
Center for Disease Control:  www.cdc.gov/COVID 19
National Institute for Health:  www.nih.gov/health-information/coronavirus
World Health Organization:  www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019 
Medicare:  www.medicare.gov
Missouri Hotline: 877-435-8411 (24/7)
Cass County Heath Department:  https://casscounty.com/2450/COVID-19
Jackson County Health Department: https://www.jacohd.org/coronavirus
City of Lee’s Summit: https://cityofls.net/coronavirus
 
Food delivery resources:
Hy-Vee Aisles On-Line delivery services:  https://www.hy-vee.com/grocery/
Price Chopper Delivery Service:  https://www.mypricechopper.com/pickup-and-delivery/online-ordering
Walmart delivery service: https://grocery.walmart.com/
Target delivery service:  www.target.com › shipt
 
Restaurant delivery services:
UberEats food delivery service:  www.ubereats.com
Door Dash food delivery service:  www.doordash.com
GrubHub:  www.grubhub.com

Covid-19 Resources*



The Connections Committee has started a
program called “Are You OK?” Hopefully  your

“Connector” has contacted you to see if you’d
like to be a part of the “Are You OK?”

Program.  This means they will ask you if you’d
like to have a phone call, text or email daily or

occasionally just to make sure you are OK
during this time of isolation.  Your "connector"

is listed on another page in the newsletter.
Any questions, call Phyllis Harrel 816-714-9136

or email 2fordance@gmail.com

Social Distancing Got You Down?

Need a good book to read while
you are Social Distancing? Check
out the two Little Libraries in our
neighborhood.  They are located

in the 2 gazebos (by the pond
and on Soldier Drive).   It’s free! 

 Take a book, leave a book. 

A special thanks to Dennis and Marguerite Hill who  got
the ball rolling for a group of neighbors that are

interested in helping other neighbors during this time
of Social Distancing and Covid-19. If any of you need
help picking up groceries or prescriptions, a carry out

order or other help, please contact the following
neighbors who have volunteered to be Ambassadors for

the Fountains:
Dennis Hill 913-927-3535

Marguerite Hill  816-509-2682
Janel Schild 816-679-6635
Terri Degitz 816-935-5528

Dave & Judy Adams 816-537-7786
Zona Mitchell 816-797-3893
Carol Windler 816-623-3614

Donna LaPietra 816-807-3275
Linda Hartman 816-803-4020
Pat Van Bebber 816-215-5554

Bob & Rita Bryant 314-249-5090
Kathy James 816-804-0624
Judy Palmer 816-674-1172
Barb Stewart 816-820-0308
Kent Eaton 816-529-8207

Glenna Eaton 816-529-7665
Marcia Cooper 816-805-3931

Thanks to our Ambassadors. I’m sure others would help
also. What a great place to live!

Phyllis Harrel
Connections Chairperson

 Fountains Ambassadors

Missouri is "open".

Governor Mike Parsons recently
announced that all restrictions due to the
COVID-19 pandemic are lifted in Phase II. 

 However, local jurisdictions can still
implement their own restrictions as
needed.  (For restrictions specific to
Jackson and Cass Counties, see the

websites listed on the previous page.) 
 

We are reminded, however, that the virus is
still among us and to continue with the

established precautions of frequent hand
washing, wearing masks in public, staying
socially distant, and if you experience any
of the multitude of symptoms, please self-

isolate and seek medical care.  

Voting Changes for Seniors, 2020
During the August primary and November general
elections in 2020, Missouri voters will be eligible to
cast ballots by mail with notarization of the ballot

envelope, and voters in at-risk categories for
contracting or transmitting COVID-19 (including

seniors over 65) are eligible to vote by absentee ballot
without obtaining notarization.   Deadline to request
an absentee ballot is July 22 for the August election. 

 For more detailed information, go to
www.sos.mo.gov/elections.  



Have you heard of the Connections Committee?  Our motto is "Neighbors being neighborly", as in the

tradition of past generations.  This committee was set up to be a network of contacts so that a

neighbor who lives close to you can be made aware of situations where you may need temporary

help.  See the list below for your "Connector".  If you or someone in your home is ill and you might

need short-term help with small basic needs, please notify your "Connector" and this neighborhood

of caring people may be able to help you.  We can't take the place of in-home health care or provide

on-going long-term assistance.  Loss of a spouse or partner?  This group can help to arrange for meals

to be brought in during the initial bereavement period. If you are interested in serving as a Connector,

please contact Phyllis Harrel, Connections chairperson,  816-714-9136, 2fordance@gmail.com.    

     Group               LOTS                                     CONTACTS                                     LOCATION(S)

 

      I                     141-146                                Donna Paulic                               Olympia Pl.

      II                    164-176                             Anita Phetteplace                        Olympia Ct.

     III                    127-140                                Dee Hachinsky                           Olympia Dr.

     IV               120-126; 158-163                   Connie Johnson                Olympia Cir/ Soldier Dr.    

      V                113-119; 153-157                     Donna La Pietra                           Soldier Dr. (N)

     VI              107-112; 147-152                Gloria Helmer/Phyllis Harrel          Soldier Dr. 

    VII               1-6; 101-106                            Judy Anderson                    Gossamer Dr./Olympia Dr.

    VIII               7-13; 65-68                              Carol Windler                             Leafwing Dr.

     IX                    69-74                                    Judy Anderson                           Leafwing Cr.

      X                61-64; 14-17                              Carol Windler                             Leafwing Dr.

     XI                   18-28;                                     Linda Soper                                Leafwing Dr. 

     XII                 51-60                                    Lenore Chambers                        Leafwing Ct.

    XIII              29-35; 46-50                           Cindy Wilkinson                          Soldier Dr. (S)

    XIV               36-45                                       Jerry Nowak                                 Soldier Dr. (mid S)

    XV               75-78; 92-100                          Jan Hoffman                                Soldier Dr.

    XVI                79-91                                      Lenore Chambers                       Soldier Ct.

We're the Connections Committee

CANASTA GROUP
Join us for a fun afternoon of Canasta on the

 2nd & 4th Wednesdays at 1:00 pm at the Duck
Pond.  No sign ups or substitutes necessary! 

 Come and join the fun!  If you are rusty, we can
help you refresh your memory.  Or, if you've
never played, and would like to learn, we're

happy to help you with that too.  Questions?? 
 Contact Judy Anderson, 913-940-8669

COFFEE GROUP
Ladies meet every Monday, 10:30 a.m., at the

Price Chopper deli cafeteria for coffee and
fellowship.  All are welcome to attend!  

Fellowship Opportunities

LADIES BRIDGE
meets every Tuesday, 9 a.m. at the
Duck Pond.  Call Jan Hoffman, (816)

678-2982 for more information.   

LADIES BUNKO
meets the 4th Monday 1:00-3:00
p.m. at the Duck Pond.  $5 entry
fee.  No experience necessary!  

All activities are postponed
until further notice due to

COVID-19.



2020 Quarterly Board Meetings Scheduled
(Please verify before attending!)

Board of Director meetings for 2020 are held quarterly on the
3rd Thursday at the Raintree Clubhouse, 7:00 p.m.  Everyone is

encouraged to attend.  
January 16

April 16
July 16 (Annual Meeting)

October 15
Agendas and minutes are always available on the website under
BOARD.   If you would like to have an item placed on the agenda

for a meeting, please send it to Sandy at Area Real Estate at least
a week before the meeting date.  

Quarterly Dues are due
 on the first day of the quarter (Jan. 1, April
1, July 1, & Oct. 1).   2020 quarterly dues are

now $421.86 and are delinquent and will be
assessed a late fee if not received by the
15th of the first month of the quarter.   If

you have auto pay through your bank
please make sure the correct payment

address and amount is set up.  Payments
should be written to: The

Fountains at Raintree Lake Association,
 and mailed to :

Area Real Estate Services 
PO Box 110 

Independence, MO  64051

Neighborhood Watch Information
The LSPD Community Interaction Office reminds

us that most reports in our area are a crime of
opportunity.   Recently there have been

numerous reports of auto vandalism and theft
from the Raintree Estates neighborhood across
the street!  Most vehicles were unlocked and not
in the garage.  Remember to keep garage doors
closed and your doors locked.   Always remove

valuables from your vehicles and keep them
locked when parked outside the garage.   Don't
make our neighborhood attractive to criminals.

 
Please report any suspicious activity.  The LSPD

would prefer to investigate and potentially
prevent a criminal activity.  They also keep track
of calls to an area and allocate resources where
the most calls occur.   Please, if you see or know
of any vandalism in our Fountains community,

call the Lee's Summit Police Department and file
a report concerning the incident. Also, please let
Area Real Estate Management (Sandy) know so

she can track the issue.
If you are planning to be away from home for a

period of time, call 816-969-1770 to ask for a
house watch.  And let your neighbors know that

you are away too!
  Neighbors, please be watchful for each other!

LSPD Dispatcher
 816-969-7390

Directory Updates
Send directory changes and

updates to Sandy Turner,
arearealestate@hotmail.com.

or call 816-650-6718
 

The original builder smoke alarms installed
in our homes have an effective life cycle of

ten years.  Each alarm has an
expiration/replacement date on it.  If your

smoke alarms are ten years old or older,
they should be replaced.   Amazon has a

bulk pack available that lowers the cost to
under $10 each.  You may need assistance
with the high ceiling mounted alarms. The

original builder's installer Ron Yeates is
available to help at (816) 812-2589. 

Smoke Alarms 



Did you know?
ARB APPROVALS REQUIRED FOR EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE CHANGES

If homeowners are thinking of making modifications or improvements to the exterior of their home, BEFORE HIRING A
CONTRACTOR OR IMPLEMENTING THOSE CHANGES,  you MUST seek and receive approval from possibly both the

Fountains Architectural Review Board (FARB) and the Raintree Architectural Review Board (RARB).  Applications and
procedural information can be found on our website and Raintree's. The completed Raintree (RLPOA) application is submitted

first to one of the Fountains (FARB) members for approval. If approved, FARB will submit the documents to RARB for
approval. When they approve the project, the signed forms will be mailed back to the homeowner, and work can proceed.

PLEASE DO NOT UNDERTAKE REPAIRS OR IMPROVEMENTS THAT CHANGE THE APPEARANCE OF YOUR HOUSE OR
LAWN WITHOUT FIRST OBTAINING ALL APPROVALS, AS REQUIRED. DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO

REQUEST APPROVAL. IT COULD TAKE UP TO ONE MONTH TO GET APPROVAL FROM BOTH ARBs!  Your approved
project application is good for 6 months.  Get your spring or summer project in now to avoid the rush.

Some examples of work needing prior approval: exterior painting (even the same color), deck stain, garage door replacement,
window replacement, new roof, concrete lawn edging, pergolas, decks, patios or extensions, etc. When in doubt, contact a FARB
member. See the complete list and procedures on our website: www.fountainsatraintree.net/COMMITTEES->ARB. Forms can

be obtained from the Raintree website, www.rlpoa.com/resident-information/forms. (Don't forget to check to see if a City
building permit is required.) 

REQUIREMENTS FOR INSTALLATION OF SOLAR PANELS
 1.  Solar panels/equipment shall require a written
application and approval by FARB and RLPOA
Architectural Review Board prior to installation.
  A. Any solar panels and equipment shall be constructed
to appear as an integrated part of the building
architecture of the home.
      a) Roof mounted.
      b) The top surface is flush with roof when possible.
      c) All accessories will be recessed into home's attic.
      d) Solar panels should be black with black trim.

B. Solar panels should be located on the rear or side roof
of the home whenever possible.   
C. NO ground level application will be approved. 
2.  Photo System Application must be submitted to and
approved by the City of Lee's Summit prior to installation
and a copy of the approval must be submitted to the
Raintree Administrative office and The Fountains ARB.
 3. It is the homeowner's responsibility to maintain the solar
panels for as long as they are displayed on the roof of the
home as required by the Declaration of Covenants.

The following are members of the FARB and you can contact any of them with your request:
Dennis Chambers, Chair - 816-537-9773

Jim Coldsnow    816-506-0218            Andy Estes   816-537-5028    
Bob Hoffman    816-797-3303           Bill Johnson     816-588-3848

Our present roofs are all Timberline Weathered Wood.  The
FARB has researched other colors for the Board and has a list

of other possible colors and companies that are acceptable
to the Raintree ARB and are found on Raintree's Application
for Replacement Roofs.  Our new proposal for replacement

roofs can be found on the Fountains website.  All roof
replacements, including color change, must have a Raintree

Application and be submitted to the FARB first. 

Fountains Roofing Replacement 
Drainage Modifications

The RARB and the Raintree office don't
speak for the Fountains. If you have

questions about drainage or encroachment
onto common grounds, contact the FARB or

the Fountains Grounds Committee.

Due to the Raintree Office closing during the coronavirus stay-at-home orders, we have had a difficult
time getting responses to your requests for maintenance.  It appears that the RARB is finally

beginning to meet as necessary and hopefully we can be more responsive to your requests for
projects approvals.  



A Reminder to Dog Owners
When walking your dog, even in your own

yard, remember it has to be on a leash. 
Also, it is important to immediately clean

up after your pet, as required by The
Fountains at Raintree Lake HOA, as well as

the city of Lee’s Summit.
Take along a baggie with you to pick up

waste and then dispose of it properly.
Besides being unsightly and smelly, animal

waste can be hazardous to the health of
other pets, and most importantly other

people. One of the most common forms of
disease transmission between dogs is

through fecal matter.

As required by the Covenants, garbage and
recycling must be placed on the curb in covered
bins. NO uncovered blue recycling bins or bagged
garbage. Using the wheeled bin helps keep our

garbage collection costs down because the truck can
pick the bin up and dump it without a person having
to handle it. Please try to allow 4 - 5 feet between
containers to make it easier for the garbage truck
to get the mechanical lever arms around the bins.
Covered bins keep our volunteers from having to

chase YOUR garbage down the street.

GARBAGE BINS REMINDER

Our website:  www.fountainsatraintree.net 

Our website is a great resource when you need information!  It is expertly managed by resident Rick
Harkins, fountains.webmaster@gmail.com.  Our website is not listed with any search engines so you will
have to type in the entire address in the address box at the top of your browser screen, NOT in the search
box.   A new addition is the Calendar feature.  Click on CALENDAR in the menu, or look at the sidebar on
the lower part of the front page.   Anyone who would like an event placed on the calendar please email

fountains.webmaster@gmail.com
  

Why is it important to me?  Our website is a repository for all official Association documents, i.e.
Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions; By-laws; ARB requirements; Board policies; monthly financial

reports; minutes of Association meetings; as well as information about our management company;
email blasts; past newsletters; recommended service providers; lawn services; Social activities; Grounds

policies; etc.  However, you will NOT find the resident directory listed there.  The directory is a private
document developed solely for our residents.  If you need a directory or have a change to your listing,

please contact Sandy Turner at Area Real Estate Services.  
For all of the latest information available on the website, start at the NEWS

page:  http://www.fountainsatraintree.net/category/news.  All activity will be posted here with the
newest information at the top.  Scroll down to see all of the posts.  

 
Check it out and mark it as "Favorite" so you can access it whenever you need information.

Drop-off recycling is once again being offered at the South
Recycling Center at the City's Resource Recovery Park, 2101 SE

Hamblen Rd.   The South Recycling Center is operated by the
City's contractor KC Dumpster Company.  There is no fee to

utilize this service.  
Hours of operation:  Monday through Friday: 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Saturday: 7:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Did you know.....?
The following materials are accepted:  tin, aluminum

and steel cans;  No. 1 and No. 2 plastics (water
bottles, plastic milk jugs, detergent bottles, etc.); 

 cardboard (flatten; no food or grease
contamination); glass (lids off cans/jars), paper,

aperboard, newspaper, magazines (not shredded);
paper milk/juice cartons.  Please rinse containers.



Committee
 Meetings

Our committees are vital to the success of the governing of our HOA.  Volunteers are a critical and
necessary component of these committees.  Diverse experience and opinions are valued and needed.

 Please give consideration to providing your expertise to one of our committees.

Standing Committees

The Social and Connections Committees meet together the
3rd Wednesday at 1:00 p.m. at the Duck Pond.  The purpose

of the Social Committee is to plan and organize fun activities
and events for our neighbors.  These activities enhance

neighborhood connections and friendships.  Announcements
concerning upcoming events can be found in your emails

from Area Real Estate, The Splash and/or The Shoreline.  To
participate, contact Zona Mitchell, 816-797-3893

zona.mitchell52@gmail.com or Carol Windler, 816-309-3668,
r.windler1501@comcast.net.  New members are always

welcome!  Phyllis Harrel is our Connections chairperson, 
816-714-9136, 2fordance@gmail.com.

Social/Connections Committees
The Grounds Committee is led by

Toni Travalent.  Meetings are called
as needed.   The purpose of this
group is to help the HOA Board

manage the 17+ acres of common
ground, which impacts all of the

community.  Important decisions are
still ahead and more volunteers

would be appreciated.  Call her at
816-806-7036 or

tloutoni@sbcglobal.net to volunteer. 

Grounds Committee

The FARB is scheduled to meet the 2nd and 4th Mondays at 7:00
PM  as needed.  Guidelines for submitting requests for

architectural changes to the exterior of your home can be found
on the website:  www.fountainsatraintree.net.  PLEASE DO NOT

UNDERTAKE REPAIRS OR IMPROVEMENTS THAT CHANGE THE
APPEARANCE OF YOUR HOUSE OR LAWN WITHOUT FIRST

OBTAINING ALL APPROVALS, AS REQUIRED.  Dennis Chambers
leads the committee and you can contact him at 537-9773,

dennis.chambers@sbcglobal.net. 

Fountains Architectural Review Board (FARB)



Backyard Parties - TBA
Summer, 2020

 
November 7, 2020  (Saturday)

Soup & Chili Supper – Clubhouse
 

December 7, 2020  (Monday)
Ladies Holiday Social – Duck Pond

2020 
Socials

The events are being planned
but are subject to COVID-19
restrictions.  Stay tuned!

In Remembrance 
Celebrating Friends We've Lost 

in 2020
Virginia Sevier

(former residents)
Robert Flynn
Jeff Holloway

 
Our sincerest condolences

to their families.

Judy Anderson, 913-940-8669, is
looking for residents who would be

interested in helping her with an
occasional contribution to a meal for

neighbors experiencing a loss of spouse
or partner.  Please contact her and

she'll add you to her list.

Can you help?

Jeff Zugaj, a veteran and Fountains resident, was inspired by Steve Hartman of CBS News to
honor our fallen soldiers by playing Taps at 3:00 p.m. on Memorial Day along with other

buglers and trumpet players in place of the canceled parades and events due to the Covid 
 pandemic that normally occur on Memorial Day.  It occurred to Steve that it would be a

fitting tribute, as well as a safe event.  Jeff decided that he had to participate, so he found a
copy of the music, and practiced for a couple of days. The photo  is a picture his wife Sharon

took as he played Taps on their back porch on Memorial Day, May 25, 2020, at 3:00 PM.
Hopefully some of you heard. Same time, next year.

Playing Taps Jeff Zugaj

Meet Your New Social Chairwomen 

 

Welcome to Zona Mitchell and Carol Windler who have agreed to lead the Social Committee

for the coming year.  A transfer of leadership will occur at the end of June since we have not

met in person since March.  Zona and Carol are charter members of the Social Committee

and have always been very active in our community.  Both are long-time residents and are,

or have been, street captains for our Connections Committee.  

Zona was the first chairperson when the Social Committee was organized in 2012,  has co-

chaired social dinners,  is editor of The Splash newsletter, and was president of the 2016-

2017 Board of Directors, among many other activities.  

Carol has chaired several times the Ladies Holiday event, co-chair of the annual spring

potluck dinner, is a neighborhood connections committee member, and participates in

bunco and canasta.  

Both invite you to try out our social activities and also to attend a Social Committee meeting.  

The Committee is very appreciative of the work Donna Paulic and Judy Anderson have done

this past year and thank them for their continued service to the Fountains community!

Carol Windler 

Zona Mitchell



One thing most of us know about Fountains residents is that we rarely stay home - whether traveling; volunteering at
church, schools, or with local service organizations; lunches with special friends; time spent with grandkids; or doing

physical activities like golfing or playing pickleball.  So when the local communities shut down to help control the
COVID-19 outbreaks and we were forced to stay home, we apparently got quite creative in how to spend our time!

I'm sure you will recognize yourself in some of these activities!
 

Besides the widely-reported activities of walking the dogs, cleaning out pantries and closets, reading more and
binge-watching programs on Netflix, many of us tried new recipes, assembled puzzles, knitted, crocheted, quilted, or

made masks.  We also spent a lot of time walking in the neighborhood and visiting from a safe distance with our
neighbors or working in our yards with beautiful results!  Many others tried out the grocery delivery services such as
Instacart.  Some of us expanded our technical skills with Zoom meetings in place of in-person book clubs, Sunday

school or happy hour; and lots of FaceTime with family and friends.  Sunday mornings were often spent in our
pajamas watching online church services. Gloria Helmer participated in a virtual Hallelujah Chorus for Easter.  In

place of restaurant visits, we patronized our favorites with curbside pickup and held picnics in our cars in the parking
lot or tried curbside breweries and wineries.  Others journaled, took online meditation classes, started online

language classes, and so much more!  Many of us were more introspective, appreciating the most ordinary and
simplest of things we tend to take for granted.   

What Did You Do During Stay-at-Home?

Sharon Neuer dazzled us with
her large selection of beautiful

quilts in a one person "Quilt
Parade" from her patio.  

 

Janice Mandl tried her hand at
 cutting Steve's hair, something
many of us considered doing to

ourselves!  Looks good!

Mardy Brown and others tried
trimming their dogs' fur!  Many of

you baked delicious treats to share!
Linda Hartman imitated designers from the
KC Symphony's Designer Showhouse with

vinyl dots and gold duct tape stripes.

Donna LaPietra reached into
her artistic self by making

pictures for her grandchildren
and cards for friends.

Participants of the Monday
coffee group tried a "walk
and talk" session instead. 

 The group met several
days and it grew to 20 or
more neighbors.  When it

got too big, it was
disbanded.  Great social

distancing and good
exercise while it lasted!

Jamie  & Mark
Hatfield served as
foster parents to 5
dogs while KC Pet

Project was closed to
the public. As one
was adopted, they

brought another one
home.  

Thank you to the following who shared their special
activities with us:  Linda Hartman, Jamie & Mark

Hatfield, Gloria Helmer, Linda & Ron Hocker, Mary
Marks, Sharon Neuer, Anita Phetteplace, Carol &
Ron Windler.  Check out photos of some of the

more unique activities they shared!



 
Bravo to each and every one of our Fountains neighbors who rose to the challenge in a BIG
way for the recent Lee’s Summit Community food drive.  We packed the back of a pickup
and from floor to ceiling in the front and back seats.  In addition we had to put two of our

boxes in the second pickup. Fountains at Raintree and Raintree won the competition for our
week and although we are not in first place overall, we are winners for our GENEROSITY!  All
proceeds were taken to the Lee’s Summit Social Services and Coldwater to support those in
our community who need a “hand up” during these difficult days. The challenge, which runs
for 8 weeks, was organized by Laura Maxwell,  Director of Partners in Education and Library
Services in the Lee’s Summit R7 School District.  Thank you to all who participated.  Special
thanks to Jennifer Blankenship and Megan Chambers who collected for Raintree and to

Diana McGehee who assisted Gloria Helmer in organizing the Fountains donations!  Fun Fact
– Megan Chambers is Lenore and Dennis Chambers’ daughter in law and their two

granddaughters helped load our donations.  They are pictured below!

NEIGHBORHOOD FOOD
CHALLENGE

Did you know we have super sewists with big hearts in the
Fountain? Since mid-March, Glenna Eaton, Jan Hoffman, Suzy
Macias, Mary Marks and her daughter Angela Tarantino, Karen

Merrigan, Zona Mitchell, Joan Nixon, Sharon Neuer, Kathy Oates,
Jody Runyan, and Sue Veerkamp all were busy making face

masks for The Fountains residents, friends and families, St. Luke’s
East, John Knox Village, Austen Dooley Residential Care, Willow
Creek Memory Care, Children's Mercy, Overland Park Regional

Hospital, Our Lady of Presentation Catholic Church, Bishop
Sullivan Center, LS Social Services and elderly Navajo Indians.
 These ladies went above and beyond the call of duty, making
about 1,000 masks between all of them. We thank them for

caring about us and answering the call to action.

We are the Mask Makers!

Sharon delivered 120 masks to
John Knox employees



Per the RLPOA emails:  As we start Phase II of the Jackson County Health Dept. plan, we can open with
restrictions.  This will allow for 125 people per 2 hour block of time.   Guests will not be allowed at this time, but
grandchildren are still treated as residents with grandparents in attendance.  Social distancing is a MUST and

parents/grandparents HAVE to be the responsible party for keeping children social distancing in the pool and on
the deck.  Life guards are only there to save life, not enforce distancing rules.  Safety break every hour still
applies.  This is for the staff to hydrate and rotate positions keeping them alert and you safe.  The drinking

fountain will not be connected, so please bring a container to fill if you want water from the bathroom. 
Concession will also be open, but will not be available to fill bottles due to sanitation concerns.

 
Here are the hours of pool operation for the next two weeks:

10:30 -12:30pm
1:00 – 3:00pm
3:30 – 5:30pm
6:00 – 8:00pm

Adult Swim on Thursdays is still in place.  Adult swim is a reserved time block.
 

First you may sign up with SignUpGenius with access code 825 at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054DABA722ABFF2-rlpoa

or call the pool and they can assist you with signing up. Pool phone number is 816-537-5871.
 

You can sign up individually or as a family.  You must put in the correct amount you are reserving for.  If you do
not put in (example 4) and it lists as 1, only 1 person can come in.   You can go back in and review/edit/delete if

necessary.
          

All 6’ social distancing rules will apply with the exception of chairs (families can pull them together) and no
temperature checks coming in.  We are really putting that burden on the parents to know if a child (or

themselves) should be at the pool.  Please do not bring anyone that has been sick until 48 hours after they feel
better.  Obviously Covid-19 exposure is to quarantine for 14 days.  Tables are being removed due to 6’ distancing

requirements.
 

Remember your Resident ID card is still required to enter the pool.  You sign up for a 2 hour block of time.  IT IS
MANDATORY TO SIGN UP, WALK- INS ARE NOT AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME.  We do not want lines 

forming, unless you have registered.  Remember 6’ is required.
 

Reminder!  Dues must be current (balance less than $136.26) and Resident ID cards are required for all family
members 3 and older.  2nd Quarter ends June 30th so make sure your 2nd quarter is paid before July 1st or you

will be turned away at the pool.
                       

         We are currently not booking for parties at the pool.  Again, guests are not allowed and will be turned away. 
If all are residents that will be attending, then each family can reserve that time separately.  

RLPOA Pool Sign-up Required.  

Signup for the Raintree Lake email at www.rlpoa.com to stay abreast of all the changes! 



The Fountains at Raintree provides lawn mowing, trimming, and blowing every Thursday, April through October,
weather permitting. Any issues or questions with mowing, lawn treatments, or irrigation system should be

directed to Sandy at the management company, 816-650-6718. Calling her will ensure that the proper steps are
taken to resolve a situation rather than asking crew members questions. 

The irrigation system has been checked and pressurized.  Based on our new irrigation policy (see below), lawns
will be watered 2-3x per week on a rotating schedule, as necessary.  With the cool and wet spring, we have not

needed the irrigation system until now.  Homeowners were notified that the system was turned on June 15th. The
next lawn treatment of the year is a Broadleaf weed control currently underway.  A calendar of applications, as well
as Reisner's optional services and costs to homeowners, can be found on the Fountains website under Services.

Lawn Services 

Before planting trees on
your lot or common ground;

be sure to check the tree
policy online at our website
and follow the guidelines.

Before planting trees....

Everyone’s goal is to make the
Fountains neighborhood an

attractive area in which to live. 
We always appreciate the help of

committee members and all our
resident volunteers who have
helped plant, weed, clean the

fountain, clip tree suckers, etc. 
 Their contributions are priceless!  

As is so often the case, the best laid plans often go awry. Currently the watering days will be Monday and
Saturday for half of our area and Tuesday and Friday for the remainder of the area. We started the

watering time at 30 min./zone. We understand that these days seem off-balance, but are necessary in
order to add the third day of watering , such that it does not interfere with mowing on Thursday.   When
the Board asked Randy from A1 HydroFlo to proceed with implementing our earlier irrigation plan for

this season’s irrigation, we found out some rather bad news in that a similar plan had been tried
unsuccessfully in the past. Rather than proceed with a plan that did not work, we opted to return to the

previous method.
When the current Board first took office, almost a year ago, one of the first things we did was to post

notices asking for volunteers to help us figure out what we had for a sprinkler system and to help chart a
course on how to improve/modernize it. We did not get a single volunteer, so we are essentially in the

same position we have always been in. We are at the mercy of an aging irrigation system.  So while our
goal was to improve services to our residents by making some changes to the irrigation system, it has

proven to be ill-advised at this time.  We are back to the same irrigation plan and once more, we will have
to add a third watering date at some time in the near future to compensate for the blazing heat and

dryness of our summer.

Irrigation Plan Changes for Fountains at Raintree Lake



Contact the HOA at: 
PO Box 110, Independence, MO  64051

arearealestate@hotmail.com
816-650-6718

 http://www.fountainsatraintree.net

2019-2020 Board of Directors
Jeff Zugaj - President

Dale Phetteplace - Vice President
Harry Grigsby - Secretary
Kevin Neuer - Treasurer

John Veerkamp - Member

Early summer with its sun and showers brought lots of green plus colorful blooms. Other Fountains’
projects also come with summer. 

 

Rowena’s Garden has planted new trees on common ground. Thanks to our volunteer tree
caretakers for the first season of growth: Frank LaPietra, Rick Harkins, Laurel Byrd, Dale

Phetteplace and Dave Mitchell. 
 

The burning bushes on Estates Drive have been removed after being declared an invasive species
by Missouri Conservation. They did not have color in season due to the overhead shade, and the

cost of trimming was excessive. A tree destroyed by an auto accident was replaced. 
 

The cul de sac fountain has been cleaned, started and is being maintained by volunteers. Looks
great! Our thanks to Margarite and Dennis Hill, Bob and Rita Bryant and their son. Also appreciate

Margarite and Dennis purchasing the chemicals for the fountain. The fountain will be maintained as-
is until it is replaced. The fountain has a flawed design and construction. It is a liability to the
community. The fountain is on the capital projects list for replacement with a more suitable

centerpiece.  
 

Zona Mitchell has cleaned winter debris from the fountain surrounding beds. Anita Phetteplace
continues to do trimming and clean up on the common ground areas. Gale Mayfield weeded the

monument area off Ward Rd and planted grass seed. So another thank you to Zona, Anita and Gale. 
 

The new aerator at the pond has been installed and adds an enjoyable, relaxing look. The location
was altered slightly to a spot with enough depth. The old pond fountain motor burned out and it is
less expensive to install a new one rather than repair again. New wiring was installed, which will
support a second aerator, after the pond is dredged and suitable depth restored. Thanks to the

Board for researching and making this welcome addition to our neighborhood.  
 

Cartwright has completed the trimming of trees and removal of dead ones. Treatment for some trees
will be completed soon. Removal of the cottonwoods at the retention pond has been added to the

capital improvements list. 
 

Solitude Lake Management continues on a monthly basis to spray the aquatic weeds, algae and
cattails at the detention basin and ponds. Rowena’s Garden will be working on an erosion control

project at the detention basin. 
 

Planning is underway for the identified #1 priority project from the May Homeowner’s survey, repair
of our walking trails. (Phases listed on pg. 3)

 

All these projects are made possible by carefully budgeting and applying your HOA dues where
possible. Capital projects funding alternatives will be presented to the homeowners for discussion

and approval when the available dues funds are inadequate.
 

Many residents have added to neighborhood ambiance with their individual plantings of colorful
flowers and shrubs. Let’s keep up the good work!

 
 

Common Grounds Committee


